The Greater Hazleton
Joint Sewer Authority

and

% pennsylvania J‘

OEPRATHENT OF ENVIRDNMENTAL PROTECTION

in their ongoing program to improve the environmental quality of the
Hazleton region present his message on Pollution Prevention

Fat-Free Sewers: How to Prevent Fats, Oils, and Greases from Damaging Your
Home and the Environment

Fats, Dils, and Greases aren't just bad for your arteries and your waistling; they're bad for sewers,
toc. Sewer overflows and backups can cause health hazards, damage home interiors, and threaten the
environment. An increagingly common cause of overflows is sewer pipes blocked by grease, Grease gets
inta the sewer from household drains as well as from poorly maintained grease traps in restaurants and
other businesses.

Where does the grease come from?

Most of us know grease as the bypreduct of cooking,
Grease is found In such things as:

== Meat fats w Lard

= Cooking of = Shortening
= Butter and margarine = Food scraps
= Baking goods = Salces

w Dakry products

Too often, grease is washed into the plumbing system, usually through the kifchen sink. Grease sticks 1o
the insides of sewer pipes (both on your property and in the sireets), Over lime, the grease can build up
and block the entire pipe,

Home garbage disposals do not keep grease out of the plumbing system. Thase units only shred salid
material into smaller pieces and do not prevent grease from going down the drain. Commercial additives,
including detergents that claim fo dissolve grease may pass grease down the line and cause problems in
other areas.

The results can be:

Raw sewage overflowing in your home or your nelghbor's home,

An expensive and unpleasant cleanup that oflen must be paid for by you, the homeowner;
Raw sewage overflowing into parks, yards, and streels;

Potential contact wilh disease-causing organisms; and

An increase in operation and maintenance costs for local sewer depariments, which causes
higher sewer bilts for customers,

What you can do to help:

The easiest way to solve the grease problem and help prevent overflows of raw sewage is to keep this
material oul of the sewer system In the first place.

1. Never pour grease down sink draing or into toilats,
Scrape grease and food scraps from trays, plates, pots, pans, utensils, and grills and cooking
surfaces inlo a can or the trash for disposal {or recycling where available), OR

3. Mix fats, oils and grease with absorbent material like paper towels, coffee grounds or kitty litter
and then put them in the trash,

4. Do not put grease down garbage disposals. Pul baskets/strainers in sink drains 1o catch food
scraps and other solids, and empty the drain baskets/strainers into the trash for disposal.

5. Speak with your friends and neighbors about the problem of grease in the sewer system and how
1o keep it out.

For more Pollution Prevention visit the Greater Hazleton Joint Sewer Authority

website at www.ghjsa.org and PA DEP website at www.depweb.state.pa.us




